
PORTORA AND 
PORTORANS IN THE 
SECOND GREAT WAR
A book “Portora and Portorans in the 
Second Great War” will be published in 
November 2019 in time for Remembrance 
Day, eighty years after the start of World 
War II. The authors are Robert Northridge 
and Clive Johnston and the book will be 
in a similar style and format to “Portora 
and Portorans in the Great War” which 
was published in 2014. Details of all 456 
Portorans who served in WW2 are given 
and there are full biographies of all 50 
Portorans who died as a result of the 
War. There are also chapters describing 
the School in the inter-war years.

If you would like to order a copy, please 
complete and post the form below to 
Ms. Fiona Johnston, Enniskillen Royal 
GS, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, N. 
Ireland, BT74 7HA.

I would like to order ……… copy(s) 
of Portora and Portorans in the 
Second Great War.

Name ......................................................................................................................................................................

Address  .................................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................................................

The books cost £10 (€11) each and Postage and Packaging is as follows:
1. United Kingdom £5 (€6)
2. European Union, including Eire £10 (€11)
3. Rest of the World £15 (€16)

I am making a payment as follows:
1 A cheque payable to “Fermanagh Protestant Board of Education”, 
or
2 By Bank Transfer 

BIC             UL 5B GB 2B
IBAN           GB04 ULSB 9806 5046 0901 85
Sort code   98 06 50
Ac. No.       46090185

If transferring funds, please ensure that your name is used as the narrative.

In 1939, Portora was a small boarding and day school with a headmaster, thirteen 

staff and about two hundred  pupils. This book tells the story of the Second Great 

War from the perspective of this Enniskillen school and the 456 young men who 

went from it to serve the cause of freedom. Those who signed up came from 30 of 

the 32 counties of Ireland. They served in every rank of the army from Private to  

General, in the Royal Navy from Cadet to Commander, and in the Royal Air Force 

from Aircraftman to Air Commodore. They served around the world: in the the 

forces of Canada, New Zealand, Australia, India, Malaya and the Unites States. 

For bravery, Portorans were awarded five Distinguished Service Orders, thirteen 

Military Crosses, five Distinguished Flying Crosses and five Croix de Guerres.

Of the 456 Portorans who left Ireland, 50 were to die as a result of the conflict.

One of the authors, Robert Northridge, was a pupil at the school in the late fifties 

and early sixties who, in 1973, returned to the school to teach mathematics. 

He was deputy headmaster for twenty four years before retiring in 2010. He is 

currently the school archivist.The other author, Clive Johnston, was also at Portora in late fifties early sixties; 

he served for many years in the Royal Ulster Constabulary and is a volunteer in 

the Inniskillings Regimental Museum. He is one of the authors of “Fermanagh War 

Memorial Book of Honour, 1914 - 1921”.
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